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Dear Graduate,

Congratulations! Today is a very special day in your 
life, and one that you will remember forever. You and 
your loved ones should be extremely proud of your 
accomplishment!

This advanced degree is a testament to your 
intellectual abilities and your desire to further expand 
your expertise in your chosen field. You have used your 
background and training to move up to the next level 
of academic attainment, and we are delighted that you 
chose William Paterson University as your partner in this worthy endeavor.

I strongly encourage you to use your education to become an engaged leader in your 
professional field and in your community. Our state and country need enlightened 
leaders who will help shape public policy toward making this country a stronger union 
with greater opportunity and equality for all. At William Paterson University, you have 
learned and grown in a very diverse community of educators and scholars, and now 
you are prepared to make an even greater impact on the world.

As you reflect back on the time and energy it took to achieve this milestone, I hope 
you will remember not only the textbooks you read, the papers you wrote, and the 
tests you took, but the wisdom and guidance you received from your faculty mentors 
and the friendships you made with classmates and colleagues. You are a part of the 
extended William Paterson University family, and I hope you will serve as mentors to 
others pursuing their advanced degrees—to pay it forward to those following in your 
footsteps.

You are limited only by your imagination. Dream big, live fully, and work hard…but 
take time to savor all of the experiences ahead of you. Be bold, be brave, be happy, and 
most importantly, be kind. 

The entire William Paterson University community wishes you well in all of your 
endeavors, and your alma mater stands behind you and will always welcome you back.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Helldobler, PhD
President

Letter From the President
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Guest Information

Welcome to William Paterson University’s 2022 Graduate Commencement 
Ceremony.

The audience is requested to stand for the National Anthem. Each 
candidate for a degree will be individually recognized during the ceremony. 
We ask that you hold your applause and other expressions of recognition 
during the degree presentations. The ceremony is expected to last one and 
one-half hours.

Out of respect for all the graduates, we ask that you remain in your seats 
until the conclusion of the ceremony. Commencement will officially conclude 
after the Recessional, during which the University Mace Bearer will lead the 
platform party from the stage, followed by the new graduates, who will exit 
from their seats on the floor.

Photographs: A professional photographer will photograph each graduate  
as they are greeted on stage. Proofs will be available online at  
gradimages.com within five to seven days following the ceremony.
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Order of Ceremony

Welcome
Joshua B. Powers, PhD, Provost and  

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Processional
Pomp and Circumstance March, No. 1, by Sir Edward Elgar

National Anthem
Janais Martinez '22, soprano

Introduction
Richard J. Helldobler, PhD, President of the University

Address by a Graduate Degree Candidate
Colleen G. DeNoia-Grace, Master of Education candidate, 

Special Education

Comment to the Class
Richard J. Helldobler, PhD, President of the University

Alumni Association Welcome
Michele Garcia '15, President, William Paterson Alumni Association

Presentation of Degree Candidates
Joshua B. Powers, PhD, Provost and  

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Candidates will be recognized by the deans of their respective colleges, 
members of the Board of Trustees, and President Richard J. Helldobler:

Wartyna Davis, PhD, Dean, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences	
Anthony Bowrin, PhD, Dean, Cotsakos College of Business

	 Amy Ginsberg, PhD, Dean, College of Education
		  Venkat Sharma, PhD, Dean, College of Science and Health

Conferral of Degrees
Richard J. Helldobler, PhD, President of the University

Recessional
Suite No. 2 in F, by Gustav Holst
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Address by a Graduate  
Degree Candidate

It is a William Paterson University  
tradition to ask a graduating master’s  
or doctoral degree candidate to  
address their peers.

Colleen G. DeNoia-Grace 
Master of Education in Special Education 

Colleen DeNoia-Grace is a May 2022 graduate 

with a master of education degree in special 

education, which includes an endorsement 

as a Teacher of Students with Disabilities. 

Her graduate thesis research was focused on 

“Does Adding Social Stories Enhance the Play 

Skills of Children with Autism?” Ms. DeNoia-

Grace, who is a 2007 graduate of Bloomsburg 

University in Pennsylvania with a bachelor 

of arts degree, has more than a decade of 

teaching experience at the early childhood 

level. She has served since 2017 as a teacher in 

the Garfield School District Early Childhood 

Learning Center.
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Doctor of Nursing Practice
Olalekan Amusan
Dissertation: Measurement of Evidence-
Based Practice Knowledge and Perceived 
Barriers Among Behavioral Health Nurses 
Working in the Behavioral Health Division
 
Christiam Fajardo
Dissertation: Exploring the Relationship 
Between Workplace Violence, Nurses' 
Perception of Workplace Safety, and 
Turnover Intent
 
Victoria Howell
Dissertation: Impact of a Brief, Culturally 
Tailored Diabetes Self-Management 
Education in the African American 
Population to Reduce A1C Levels
 
Cathy McCormack
Dissertation: What Is the Relationship 
Between HPV Knowledge and Perceived 
Susceptibility with the Intention to Vaccinate 
Amongst Young Adults in an Urban Clinic
 
Lorisa Richards
Dissertation: An Examination of Weekly 
Skin Rounds on Hospital-Acquired Pressure 
Injury Rates in Critical Care Units

Jennifer Ryan
Dissertation: Improving Self-Efficacy for 
Breastfeeding Using Social Media Support in 
the African American Population

Doctor of Clinical 
Psychology
Marwa Ahmed
Dissertation:
The Association of an Interactive, Location-
Based Mobile Game with Psychosocial and 
Physical Health 

Carissa Marie Aricola
Dissertation: 
Utilizing Depressive Symptom Reporting 
to Predict Treatment Response to Repetitive 
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation 

Rachel Benjamin
Dissertation: 
Religious Competence Among Licensed 
Psychologists: Assessment of Ritualistic 
Behaviors in Orthodox Jews 

Meredith Lynn DeDilectis
Dissertation:
Personality and the Association to Non-
Offending Caregivers' Reactions to Child 
Sexual Abuse Disclosure

Michelle Krystle Feinberg
Dissertation: 
Bullying and Sexual Victimization Change the 
Association between Viewing 13 Reasons Why 
and Suicide Ideation in College Students 

Eleonora V. Gallagher
Dissertation: 
Personality Profile of the Single Mindfulness 
Meditation Responders

Doctoral Degree Recipients
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Molly Elissa Kammen 
Dissertation: 
Bystanders’ Risk Appraisal for Sexual Assault: 
Associations with Bystander Behavior and 
Intrapersonal Variables

Sekinat Mojoyin Kuku
Dissertation: 
The Impact of Ethnic Identity on Depression, 
Hopelessness, and Loneliness in Racial and 
Ethnic Minority and White Students

Michael Levi
Dissertation: 
From Good to Great: Maximizing Outcomes 
in Pleasant Event Scheduling 

Lara Lynn Lobue
Dissertation: 
Examining Social Cognition in Twice-
Exceptional Children 

Victoria Noemi Navarro
Dissertation: 
Psychological and Physical Aggression 
Against a Romantic Partner:  
When Is It Playful?

Doctoral Degree Recipients

Chelsea Lynn Pearsall
Dissertation: 
Internalizing Correlates of Child 
Maltreatment and Intimate Partner Violence 
Classes: A Latent Class Analysis

Anne Marie Keshani Perera
Dissertation: 
Bicultural Identity Integration (BII) as a 
Protective Factor Against Color-Based Racial 
Discrimination Appraisal Among Immigrant 
College Students

Daniel Jared Roefaro
Dissertation:
Anxiety, Facial Affect Discrimination, and 
the Cerebellum: Connections with Motor 
Functioning

Samantha Jean Smith
Dissertation:
Childhood Abuse, Belief in a Just World, and 
Self-Esteem

Christopher L. Watkins
Dissertation: Openness to Treatment: 
Examining Stigma, Coping Style, and Race/
Ethnicity in Male College Students

Doctor of Clinical Psychology continued
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Master of Arts
APPLIED SOCIOLOGY
Escha D. Bates-McDuffie
Aniyah N. Brooks
Alea Hemming
Mariah Elizabeth Jenkins
Karizma S. Medina
Sha’la Padilla
Tanaya Stephonie Watkins-Bell

CLINICAL AND  
COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY
Sarah Anas
Andrew James Anderson
Christopher Noel Astacio
Jennifer Awad
Jonathan Antonio Barrios
Nashel Nyommi Brantley
Matthew Thomas Corwin
Stephen Costello
Irena Curanovic
Adrienne Kathleen Davis
Nafin Elias
Erin Fitzsimmons
Alana Frederique
Dianna Gomez
Nuu Grenier
Raghad Hassan Hassabelnaby
Liza Nicole Heyward
Sabrina Jackson
Matthew Johnson
Catherine Longmore-Micham
Sarah Miller
Erlie Moise
Fernanda Moura
Olesia Muravizki
Kynaisha Ortiz
Leslie Owens
Ryan Medwin Puebla
Jordyn Arielle Richardson-Norris
Sabrina Elena Rodriguez
Ashley Sandoval

Master’s Degree Recipients
Eliyahu Serkez
Eden Sherman
Kaitlyn Welton
Kaitlyn Barbara Winkler

ENGLISH
Celeste A. Reddy

HIGHER EDUCATION 
ADMINISTRATION
Manoushka Adam
Kimberly Ballinger
Peaches C. Bocalan
Amanda Taylor Brogan
Michelle Ann Clark-Kight
Kriselle Rose Dabal
Erin Danielle Dolan
Gabriella Lisa Ferro
Katisha Nadene Gloster
Ashanii Troi Huntley
Maggie Elizabeth Kane
Kamal Kornegay
Stephanie Andrea Lopez
Monica Felicia Madera
Adelina Marini
Nicole Casey Morath
David Ortiz-Nunez
Renee Ann Pistone
Yasette C. Rodriguez
Elizabeth Marie Rzasa
Samantha Alina Taylor
Paola Valdez
Linda Marie Velez
Angelica Areli Villalta

PROFESSIONAL 
COMMUNICATION
Malachi Christopher Brown
Tiffany M. Coppolino
Shiqira A. Freeman
Marcello Dominick Menucci
Alexander Quiles
Brian Craig Sandler
Kasie Anne Sullivan
Satasha Mary Williams
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Master of Arts in Teaching
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Lisa Ann Bacalhau
Christina M. Bauer
Katherine Julianna Budinsky
Jacqueline Kristina Ducato
Christina Nicola Dykhouse
Jonathan Edward Koch
Christina P. Korcak
Laura Rose Lano
Victoria Lauren Lima
Liana Rosa Luciano
Yokaurys Maite Mojica
Jordan Elissa Norton
Jade T. Phan
Danielle Lauren Romano
Kylie Rooney
Amanda Laura Scerbo
Sahar Taschayyodi
Joshua Alex Weiss
Michael Winand

SECONDARY EDUCATION
Christian Amaro
Marcela Blachut
Robert Patrick Caputo
Matthew Pio Casey
Daniel Cassini
Renata Iturrino Francesco
Emily Jayne Fulton
Kevin Richard Grzybek
Lindsey Hanas
Lindsay Nicole Karros
Shawn Khan
Sarah A. Kokkinakis
Katherine Elizabeth Kulogowski
Leah G. Lindstrom
Kelsie Michelle Mania
Timothy Mickens
David R. Novis
Amanda Michelle Ostella
Connor John Pinnel
Kaeli Elizabeth Runz
Megan Rose Schaffner
Courtney S. Tormey
Jenna Vallo
Stana Vasilic
Brett Howard Wilkes

Master of Business 
Administration
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Giovanni Gray Aina
Fnu Pooja Ajaykumar
Fardeen Alam
Henry Jonathan Alexander Alas
Thomas John Alger
Andre Abdullah Algharbi
Akhtar Ali
Astrit Alka
Shamyra Fernandina Alka
Camille Athena Allen
Alham Aiman Almadhon
Yousef Alsafadi
Hima V. Amin
Tahsena Amin
Jayme Delayna Anderson
Aashish Andrew
Vanesa Apaza
Andre C. Avila
Michael Baamonde
Michelle Balevski
Carolyn Banks
Michael Thomas Barbaro-Miqueli
Roberto Antonio Barraza
Patricia Eugenia Barreto
Thomas Jared Bauer
Rupa Begum
Evans Belony
Donald John Bennett
Amie Berete
Melissa Ann Schott Bertagno
Fiona Leigh Bhimsen
Saumya Biswas
Soumyajit Biswas
Robert Joseph Blauvelt
Catherine Bobadilla
James Christopher Bobb
Jaclyn Ann Bobinski
Christian Bonilla
Lidya Wenny Borchert
Robert Parker Borgognoni
Jordan Michael Borowski
Nicketa Boyden
Evan Brudnicki
Alexander Thomas Bulger
Amanda Bulwin
David Burbano
Anastasia Butko
Mariana Rodriguez Caballero
Mayliz Vanessa Cadena
Jovan C. Cameron
Nicolle Marie Carbonell
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Sky Simone Carter
Lauren Michelle Case
Nicole Castillo
Sheira Mercedes Castillo
Ceasar Castro
Elizabeth Castro
Johanna Maribel Ceron Granda
Philippe Nicholas Cham
Parsha Renee Chauhan
Jay Chauhan
Nishat Habib Chowdhury
Tahmina Chowdhury
Alice Clapsaddle
Raleigh Cobb
Sydney Michelle Codrington
Amy Collins
Melanie M. Colon
Jessica Gale Concors
Anthony Corigliano
William Manuel Corzo Gil
Gabriella Victoria Costantini
Gina M. Cotera
Kelsey Cruz
Paul Charles Cuffari
Donald Stanley Cymbor
Tirusha Pankaj Dave
Kidada Lynn Denson
Bill Dimos
Amanda Maria DoCampo
Francesco Dovetta
Jessica Danielle Eddins
Lucy Edmond
Nicholas Francis Elia
Jo Vincent Emperio
Nicholas Andrew Evans
Leigh Ann Fagan
Michael Alfred Filippone
Gerard J. Fisicaro
Samantha Michelle Fleming
Stephen Joseph Forgione
Baker Douglas Fox
Juan Mateo Alejandro Gallego
David Robert Garitta
Richmond Denzel Garrick
Douglas Arthur Gehlbach
Cynthia Geraldino
Luke J. Getto
Jessica Getz
Breanna Goins
Shamir Gonzalez
Jackie Ann Gorman
Jennifer Ashley Gorman
Nicholas Michael Grasso
Heather Lynne Greulich
Jane Sarah Borden Gross
Joseph Robert Guarino

Richard Alfred Gumbs
Melanie Gutierrez
Kendall William Harmeyer
Ruqayyah Amanee Hasan
Gregory S. Hatzisavvas
Kristen Ann Hawley
Kimberlee Allison Hector
Bess Lesah Heifetz-Licht
Joseline Marlene Helena
Lidia Michelle Hernandez Ventura
Eric Ndukwe Hernandez-Briscoe
Carlos B. Herrera
Bryana Marie Herreria-Martin
Patrick James Hoey
Alexis Jean Hofmann
Emily Ann Homler
Justin Tamir Howard
Asia Huey
Karla Veronica Inchaustegui
Penelope Jill Infante
Sheena Azzam Ishak
Jonathan Izquierdo
Jevaughn Jermain Jackson
Nicole Ashley Jaconski
Marvin Jacques
Seongho Jeong
Eric Jimenez
Brittany Michelle Jordan
Sandra Elizabeth Josephs
Ohannes Kalayjian
Ilana Kaner
Hussain Aliasgar Kapadia
Fatima M. Kassab
Morgan Marie Kelly
Kaeyla Deanna Miranda Kerr
Richard Paul Keyes
Ashley Ann King
Matthew Peter Knepper
Frank Nelson Koechlein
Meri Kotevska
Diome Kramer
Adam Michael Kudlacik
Harsh Kumar
Naomi Kuren
Tenzin Kyizom
Tyler Scott Kypers
Peter Kyriakoulis
Katelyn Dawn Lair
Devora Leah Landsberg
Jaylyn Tiffany Lee
Jennifer Virginia Lema
Gabriel Nathan Lillianthal
Juliana Marie Link
Kristen Michelle Ludwig
Viktoryia Mahon
Luis Eduardo Maldonado



Ryan Maloney
Alexander Villar Manzano
Ashley B. Marfo
Candice Marks
Martin Joseph Marquez
David Jonathan Marranzini
Jose D. Marte
Brianna Tanisha Martin
Corrin Jessica Martin
Bianca Marie Martinelli
Daniel Martinez
Hiba Alai Mashal
Nyha Mathis
Shea Peter McGowan
David Robert McNally
Courtney Jean McNulty
Bella Aurora Medina
Denis Olof Leonardo Medina
Sun Mellawa
Shana Jasmene Mercer
Zachary Robert Merring
Nathaniel Meyerowitz
Ruman Miah
Daniel John Mihalinec
Aleksandra Mikic
Joy Miller
Alexander Tyler Miranda
Alissa Taylor Miranda
Shireen Mohamed
Ermilie Moise
Janeth Molina
Brian Lavery Monaghan
Chadeira L. Moore
Caroline Maria Mora
Stephanie Annais Mora
Jankary Morales
Flor Andrea Moreira
Stephen G. Moschini
Michael Joseph Mosconi
Ryan James Mulcahy
Raisa Mullings
Mahmud Al Mumtaheen
Tahmidun Nabi
Camelis Nazario
Cindy Paola Nazario
Thomas J. Nemeth
Alison Therese Netter
Corinne Teresa Nieves
John Nieves
Dayana Nunez
Johanna Maria Nunez
Vanessa Ann Nunn
Maureen O’Connor
Ava Christine Oliver
Melissa Lourdes Ortega
Erika Patricia Palacios

Mark Alexander Palmieri
Aesha A. Patel
Arch Patel
Jalpa Hitesh Patel
Sonu H. Patel
Paige Whitney Pearn
Carmen Karina Perez-Vargas
Sophie Pierre-Louis
Cole Piperata
Athena Lee Pirylis
Anthony Michael Pisani
Amy Boright Porchetta
Nicole Primavera
Netson Prince
Victoria Lynn Quackenbush
Kyle David Quigley
Leslie Quintanilla
Fakhrieh Rabboh
Rinkal Ramani
Dimary A. Ramirez
Emma Ellie Sohfia Ramos
Nimrah Shahid Rana
Simran Rathod
Prachi D. Raval
Marie Lynne Dzubera Reese
Timothy Nathan Reisch
Jasmina Ristovski
Jose Manuel Rivas
Diana Rossi
Fouad Fred Roudani
Mabal Sanchez
Karla G. SanMartin
Cyrille Santiano
Carlos Alfredo Sarmiento
Julieann Sauter
Devon Taylor Savarese
Reno Joseph Schwind
Danielle Sciacca
Stephanie Sciarabba
Darren Scott
Khaled Sellami
Katherine Ann Senatore
Marina Serenkov
Sabrina-kahokulani A. Sergeant
Leslie Serrano
Kelsey Lauren Sessa
Mitali Sharma
Sarah T. Shehadeh
Jamelle Bianca Silas
Keesha Antoinette Skeffery
Mary Adlyn Smith-Davis
Yazan Issam Sousou
Anshuman Srivastava
Natalie Barbara Sroka
David Stepien
Kristina Joan Stoltz-Miuca
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Julia Alice Swajger
Charlotte Linda Sweeney
Oshoma Tony Sylvester
Sana Tahir
Christine Frances Talty
Julissa Daniella Tejeda
Dejana Temelkova
Alexandra C. Teran
Honesty Natoya Thomas
Collin Tierney
Yonathan Noheli Toribio Martinez
Karlee Taylor Torres
Patrick James Trainor
Allen Nathaniel Trimmer
Lori Elizabeth Trujillo
Zehnieta Natasha Turner
Taylor Marie Vann
Daniel William Vazquez
Travis Anthony Vasquez
Christopher Veskov
Gianella Andrea Vicuna
Alexa Vigorita
Stephanie Orbe Walker
Taylor Madison Walker
Alisha Whyte
Frank Joseph Widman
James Edward Williams
Denisha Wilson-Reid
Tiara Jamie Woodard
Elizabeth Wright
Fabiola Pamela Zapata Miranda
Khine Thu Thu Zaw
Erinda Zemblaku
Amy Zembriski
Khadija Ziauddin
Yelizaveta Zibirova
Anas Zubi

Master of Education
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING
Rachel M. Antler
Eugene Ciz
Ariela Belen Colon
Valerie M. Comprelli
Jaida M. Dejesus
Michell Dayana Ellsworth
Marianne Joan Guerriero
Shana Rose Kerr
Amanda Negron
Nicole Pauline Neidleman
Kimberly Ann Marie Palomino
Natasha Griselda Saavedra
Caneel Joy Schipper
Dean Michael Scordilis

CURRICULUM AND LEARNING
Sue-Anne Carlita Alonso
Jessica Reyes Amato
Stephanie Ann Ash
Reem A. Azzam
Katie L. Bandula
Nadia A. Bermeo
Michael Jared Bornstein
Hillary Brewer
Alyssa Joan Brillante
Deborah Lynne Capeles
Jennifer A. Chayka
Alison Michele Cherpitel
Meagan Katherine Daly
Joan Elizabeth Deluca
Denise Dryden-Reaves
Elizabeth N. Duong
Carieann Egan
Jessica Feliciano
Jessica Fernandes
Kimberly Anne Forrest
Geannette Garcia
Christine L. Gonzalez
Rachel Hall
Dana Illge
Diana Irribarre
Maria Eugenia Lanni
Tara Marie Lester
Arely Lima
Nichole Lynn Martinez
Ronni Mendez
Noelle Mironis
Martha Nemesh
Kayleigh Marie Orocchi
Danielle April Owusu
Angelica Cemile Paton
Amanda Perez
Kerriann Nidds Reilly
Danielle M. Roger
Nicole Sadiv
Samantha Rose Sansone
Emily Shapiro
Michelle K. Siccardi
Belinda Morgan Smith
Eleanor Louise Stamenov
Paola Judith Stanojevic
Alexandra Marie Talsma
Dilys Vazquez
Stephanie Lynn Vislosky
Meredith Lee Vitarelli
Ryan E. Vogel
Yena Woo
Jasmine Beverly Wright-Daye
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EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP
Mikayla Lucille Agnello
Hope Elizabeth Agresta
Mona Qasem Alomar
Anna Maria Amabile-Chipelo
Dana Amato
Lindsay Marie Aslan
Shorook Fuad Awadallah
Jacqueline Sabale Barbiere
Joanne Barbosa
Justice Etzer Baskin
Hannah Rose Bass
Ellyn Jae Bissey
Melanie Rachel Bonanne
Jennifer Nicole Bruzzio
Chelsea M. Capo
Molisa Cheng
Emily Rachel Cilvik
Zetta B. Cool
Allyson Paige Coryell
Crystal Azure Covington
Brittany Marie Creighton
Michelle V. Davila
Anna Nicole Dawson
Patrick M. Deblasio Jr.
Cassi Deighan
Taylor R. Deleo
Alethea Winifred Dixon
Dorvid Durant
Solomon O. Emeghara
Nicole Fancera
Sara Femiano
Cheryl Ann Ferry
Christina Gieselmann
Marlena Gil
Andy Ruben Gonzalez
Alyson Marie Gorski
Jaclyn Renee Heftler
James Hegybeli
Kelly T. Helfrich
Alejandro Hernandez
Christine Ann Hietanen
Alexa W. Iandolo
Lauren Ann James
Reginald Gregory James
Lauren Elizabeth Johnson
Stephanie Debra Joseph
Kim Marie Kredatus
Kimberly Susan Layman
Myung Jin Lee
Andrew John Lesser
Cynthia Lipscomb
Nicole Marie Lobosco
Syrena F. Lore
Enrique Manlapid

Angelo Marabello
Jessica V. Mastropaolo
Jeffrey Patrick McCarthy
Karina Irani McIntyre
Iran Luis Mercado
Victoria Giuseppa Minardi
Jonathan Moran
Bobby D. Morgan
Kerry Anne Mullay
Crystal Marie Newby-Reynolds
Kirsten Anne Ommundsen
Kristi Ann Pampinto
David John Perez
Cristina M. Perla
Theresa Marie Petrov
Lauren Pica
Brian Christopher Plagge
Tiffany Kathleen Powell
Subhnique Puni
Ashley Diana Ramirez
Robert John Recchinti
Michael Charles Riehl
Nicholas Francesco Rizzi
Joseph Chet Romeo
Bianca Charnae Rouse
Catherine Ruland
Victoria Salamanca
Michael John Salvatelli
Jacqueline Santana
Cayleigh Amarah Santana
Catherine Elisa Scherrer
Lauren Marie Schwartz
Nicole Senyszyn
Gail Varnia Sexius
Amanda R. Siller
Matthew William Smith
Yvette Michelle Smith
America Sotelo
Kou Nicole Sunwabe
Kerri Lynn Taylor
Danielle Lynn Meola Valencia
Luis Valentin
Christian Joel Valentin-Gladden
Thiana Vazquez
Rodrigo Marcelo Villagomez
Ronald Villone
Erica Leigh Walsh

LITERACY
Jenna Munem Asokan
Jessica Rose Buchheister
Alessandra Carratura
Krista Anna Constantine
Franziska A. Federico
Aileen D. Florio
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Michaela Elizabeth Kessinger
Anne Donovan King
Agostina Carolyn Machado
Melissa Mezzadri
Madison Elaine Mueller
Carene Latoya Petrie
Courtney Lyn Ross
Isabella Marie Russo
Jaime Marie Sullivan
Christina Marie Thompson

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Jessica Biondi
Carly Jade Breen
Daniella Nicole Cangialosi
Nadine M. Cauthen
Inne Cho
Elise Marie Collins
Colleen DeNoia-Grace
Jennifer L. Doran
Malgorzata Downes
Erica Beth Falk
Nour Faraj
Michele Gall
Ashwin D. Herekar
Ami L. Hogue
Janine Ilaria
Lauren K. Januszewski
Ebony L. Joseph
Melissa Katchen
Jennifer Keenan
Katelyn Marini
Amy Eliza Marsigliano
Norma Murawski
Kelli Myron
Katie Ann Nagurka
Nathan L. Nussbaum
Caitlin Neffke
Danielle Marie Nelson
Bianca Margaret Reilly
Mallory Noelle Rickerhauser
Kaitlyn Robertson
Danielle Suzette Sheridan
Allison Ann Sherry
Dorianny M. Stewart
Melissa Lynn Strelec
Gina Marie Triantafillou
Michael James Van Brunt
Christina Anne Vance
Amanda E. Waxman

Master of Fine Arts
ART
Helene Liala Brenenson
Taylor Alexander Cacici
Amal Ahmed Elnahrawy
Linda Louise Majzner
Jonte Essan Silver

CREATIVE AND PROFESSIONAL 
WRITING
Brianna Colmenares
Imani Hardaway
Valerie Gonzalez
Tiona D. Harris
John A. Penola
Olivia Nicole Perez
Steven Underwood

Master of Music
MUSIC
Thomas Joseph Avella
Christina M. Batiz
Nathan Christopher Bell
Paul David Daher
Raymond Edward Doell
Ronald Paul Gardner
Seunghyung Lee
Alejandro Luna
Joshua Marcus

Master of Public Policy
PUBLIC POLICY
Nicholas Christian Corbiscello
Judith P. Fenelus
Erica Grace Hickey
Ana R. Quinones
Franklin Rodriguez

Master of Science
APPLIED BUSINESS ANALYTICS
Rafat Azad
Bingxin He

APPLIED MATHEMATICS
Kwasi Asare-Bediako
Artemis Maria Basile
Benjamin George Eck
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Robert J.P. Graham
Jennifer Mary Kolb
Summer R. Pirro
Maximilian Luke Rohrer
Farah S. Salem Abdulhaq 
Anna Gabriel Sand
Dragana Vranesevic

BIOTECHNOLOGY
Sarah Asfare
Victor Antonio Balbin Berrio
Megan Rose Binn
Davis Marquez-Pasco
Zachary Alexander Mascuch
Gabrielle Maria McLean
Elika Z. Moallem
Nicholas A. Mully
Janan Shahin
Andrew Colin Strakhman
Jessica Szlaz

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS
Emily Paige Ackerman
Brian Christopher Acosta
Lauren Andersen
Rebecca Barrise
Mariah Beach
Sarah Estelle Berroa
Josephine Black
Kaylee Jordan Bockhorn
Nicole Costello
Chelsea Ann DaSilva
Jordan Maris Dictrow
Cristiana D’Innocenzo
Gabrielle Felice Eisler
Shannon Marie Fleming
Madeline Garcia
Vanessa Nicole Garcia
Kyla Gualtieri
Marykate Hall
Brianna Hickey
Victoria Hughes
Marina M. Iraola
Alyssa Jahren
Madison Jade Katz
Julia Kelly
Miranda B. Labbree
Karen Linnik
Kalli June Lota
Melissa Marie Manning
Siobain McGonigal
Mary Elizabeth Moynihan
Madeleine Olivia Oppenheim
Daria Ana Ortega

Shyanne Ottosi
Nicole Petrovich
Emilia Rosalina Pirro
Mariya Vladimirovna Protsak
Kimberly Ann Reilley
Taylor Rizzi
Dylan Elyse Rosenfeld
Julia Elaine Rossetti
Rebecca Schendt
Marisa Little Dove Smith
Kaitlyn Sara Stoerger
Emma Joy Tang
Julianna Teitler
Geolenne Velasquez
Neli Vorobyov
Melissa Zak

EXERCISE AND SPORT STUDIES
Taylor Maria Astrologo
Justin R. Connolly
Kemoy Christopher Davidson
Kristin Ann Freas-Papa
Lydia Hwang
David Allen Jones
Amanda Rose Lindsay
Mackenzie Orr
Isabelle Alexis Perez
Emma Marie Stagg
Carson D. Weis
Bailey Sara Wyrostek

FINANCE AND FINANCIAL 
SERVICES
Heba Jehad Abdulghani
Bi Tozan Leandre Bia
Madison Brianna Cagle
Salvatore Armondo Cetrulo
Aaliyah Natasha Christie
Jeet Desai
Nasser Hassan
Kujtime Lila
Daniel Robert Penna
Vinjola Poro
Mark Steven Sarrao
Eranda Sulaj
Weronika Teresa Swiatek

MATERIALS CHEMISTRY
Jacinto Hipolito Abregu
Jose Bello
Elijah Cook
Jonathan Francis McTague
Vivien Musli
Basit Qurbanzada
Emir Sehovic
Victoria Tumminia
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This program does not constitute the official list of graduates. The students included in the program have 
applied to graduate as of April 23, 2022, and include graduates from August 2021 and January 2022 and 

candidates for May 2022 and August 2022. Their degree will be officially posted by the  
Office of Registration Services after their grades have been received and verified.

Master of Science in 
Nursing
NURSING
Emmanuel Joseph Lozada Abanes
Iris Berangell Acosta Amezquita
Morenikeji B. Adetula
Rose M. Alvarado
John Alan Armstrong
Alyssa Katherine Attanasio
Ma. Arlene Escanilla Azores
Nicole J. Baker
Samantha Benevenga
Yael Ben-Jacob
Nasim Bibi
Andrea Estefania Campos
Joanne M. Cardona
Caroline Carino
Carolyn M. Cerswell
Jennifer Chapman
Martine Clervil
Tiffany Mariam Cuello
Maria Agnella E. De Ocampo
Brendt J. E. de St. Paer
Jennifer Desch
Sandra Desinor
Betul Dogan-Judge
Alexandra Dunac
Delores Blessing Emele
Marie Andrelina Fequiere
Gillian Blake Friedman
Adriana Gambino
Jane Ashley Garner
Nootan Khanal Ghimire
Nichole Marie Gilbarty
Alexsander Glussky
Diana Gogoski
Julie Ann Goldberg
Natalie R. Graziano
Aneta E. Gruchala
Martha Guardia
Antonia Evangelina Guzman
Darren Edwin Hammond
Bayan Hammoudeh
Daniella Antanette Howell
Kylie Ann Jimenez

Allison Kakolewski
James K. Kilonzo
Hyunjoo Kim
Alexandra Kulesha
Mae Cheryl Laborde
Shakila S. Lewis
Suela Lita
Stephanie Anne Louglas
Jessica Mackay
Ronne Orquin Manook
Gina Marana
Prudence Marcus
Jennifer Martinez
Scott Carmine Masullo
Michelle Mena
Melody Murillo
Rasmi Nair
Dorinda Oppong-Asante
Leona Y. Owusu Dapaah
Jessica E. Pages
Kelsey Palatiello
Sae Yeon Park
Noelis A. Peralta Rojas
Madelyn Poley
Martine Elizabeth Ragone
Deepa Rana
Taswiyah Naimat Raoof
Tova Guttmann Rich
Stephanie Grace Rivera
Jasmine Stephanie Santillan-Jimenez
Caroline Ann Schade
Kerry Ann Schade
Matthew Peter Schiebel
Danielle Elizabeth Schmidt
Joy Nicole Shannon
Lily Anne Shontz
Theresa Singley
Mallory A. Smallze
Deanna St. Louis
Yamileth Susino
Valbona Z. Tonuzi
Christine Tee Villamayor
Brenda Michelle Vivar
Brianna Paige Whitlock
Wan Hyuck Youh
Ziad Yousef

15
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Academic Awards

College of Arts, 
Humanities, and 
Social Sciences 

Dean’s Graduate Award
Catherine Longmore-Micham

Department of Art
Graduate Award for Creative  
Excellence in Visual Art
Amal Ahmed Elnahrawy

Department of  
Communication
Professional Communication Graduate 
Award
Shiqira A. Freeman

Department of Languages  
and Cultures
Graduate Award for Excellence in 
Bilingual/ESL Studies
Sue-Anne Carlita Alonso

Department of Music
Music Scholar Graduate Award
Christina M. Batiz

Department of Psychology
Excellence in Graduate Studies Award
Nuu Grenier

PsyD Excellence Award
Sekinat Mojoyin Kuku

Department of Sociology and 
Criminal Justice
Graduate Award for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement
Escha D. Bates-McDuffie

Cotsakos College  
of Business

Dean’s Graduate Award
Thomas J. Nemeth

Department of Economics, 
Finance, and Global Business
Award for Outstanding Graduating 
Master's Student in Finance and 
Financial Services
Daniel Robert Penna

Master of Business 
Administration Program
Award for Outstanding MBA Graduate 
with a Concentration in Accounting
Donald John Bennett

Award for Outstanding MBA 
Graduate with a Concentration in 
Entrepreneurship
Ilana Kaner

Award for Outstanding MBA Graduate 
with a Concentration in Finance
Michael Alfred Filippone

Award for Outstanding MBA Graduate 
with a Concentration in Human 
Resource Management
Nicholas Andrew Evans

Award for Outstanding MBA Graduate 
with a Concentration in Marketing
Marie Lynne Dzubera Reese

Award for Outstanding MBA Graduate 
with a Concentration in Music 
Management
Jaclyn Ann Bobinski

Award for Outstanding MBA Graduate, 
General MBA
Karla Veronica Inchaustegui

Award for Outstanding MBA Graduate
Kristen Ann Hawley
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College of 
Education

Dean’s Graduate Award
Maggie Elizabeth Kane

Department of Educational 
Leadership and Professional 
Studies
MEd in Curriculum and Learning Award 
for Excellence in Scholarship: Early 
Childhood Education
Emily Shapiro

MEd in Curriculum and Learning Award 
for Excellence in Scholarship: School 
Library Media Specialist
Amanda Perez

MEd in Curriculum and Learning Award 
for Excellence in Scholarship: STEAM 
Alexandra Talsma

MEd in Educational Leadership and 
Academic Excellence Award
Jeffrey Patrick McCarthy

MEd in Literacy for Excellence in 
Scholarship and Research Award
Franziska Anja Federico

Master of Arts in Higher Education 
Administration: Leadership Studies Award 
Erin Danielle Dolan

Department of Teacher Education: 
PreK-12 
Master of Arts in Teaching Award
Lisa Ann Bacalhau

Department of Special Education 
and Counseling
Graduate Award for Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling
Michell Dayana Ellsworth

Graduate Award in Counseling
Eugene Ciz

Graduate Award for Learning 
Disabilities Teacher-Consultant
Jessica Biondi

Graduate Award for Teacher of Students 
with Disabilities 
Nadine M. Cauthen

College of Science 
And Health

Dean’s Graduate Award
Elijah Cook

Department of Chemistry
Excellence in Materials Chemistry 
Graduate Award
Elijah Cook

Department of Communication 
Disorders and Sciences
Andrya Raymer Award
Neli Vorobyov

Graduate Excellence Award
Julia Elaine Rossetti

Department of Kinesiology
Distinguished Exercise and Sport Studies 
Graduate Award
Daniel E. Halewicz

Department of Nursing
Nursing Excellence Doctor of Nursing 
Practice Award
Christiam Camilo Fajardo 

Nursing Excellence Graduate Award
Sae Yeon Park

MSN—Adult Gerontology Nurse 
Practitioner
Sae Yeon Park

MSN—Family Nurse Practioner
Martine Elizabeth Ragone

MSN—Nurse Educator
Adriana M. Shubeck 
MSN—School Nurse
Alexandra Kulesha
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About William Paterson University 

William Paterson University traces its 
roots to the city of Paterson, where it was 
founded in 1855. For more than a century, 
training teachers for New Jersey schools 
was its exclusive mission. In 1951, the 
University moved to the present campus 
in Wayne. Originally known as Ailsa 
Farms, this 300-acre site was purchased 
by the state of New Jersey in 1948 from 
the family of Garret A. Hobart, the 24th 
vice president of the United States. The 
original manor house, built in 1877, 
was the weekend retreat and summer 
residence of the Hobart family. Today 
the building is known as Hobart Manor 
and is the home of the Office of the 
President and the Office of Institutional 
Advancement. Hobart Manor was 
designated a national and state landmark 
in 1976.

The University changed its name to 
Paterson State Teachers College when 
it relocated from Paterson in 1951. In 
1966, the curriculum was expanded 
to include degree offerings other than 
those leading to a teaching career. In 
1971, the institution was renamed The 
William Paterson College of New Jersey. 
The change of name honored William 

Paterson, the man who was the state’s first 
senator, its second governor, and a United 
States Supreme Court Justice appointed 
by President George Washington; the 
name also reflected both the institution’s 
proud beginnings in the 
city that also bears 
his name and the 
legislative mandate 
to move from a 
teachers college 
to a broad-based 
liberal arts 
institution. In 
another historic 
milestone, William 
Paterson was awarded 
university status by 
the Commission on Higher 
Education in June 1997.

The University has continued to evolve. 
Today, William Paterson University 
enrolls nearly 10,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students, including 2,400 
residential students. The University’s four 
colleges—Arts, Humanities, and Social 
Sciences, Cotsakos College of Business, 
Education, and Science and Health—
support more than 150 bachelor’s degree, 

William  
Paterson
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master's degree, and undergraduate 
and graduate certificate programs, and 
three doctoral degree programs--the 
doctor of nursing practice, added in 2011,  
the doctorate in clinical psychology, 
established in 2015, and the doctor of 
education in leadership, added in 2021. 
An Honors College provides academically 
gifted students with a rigorous 
curriculum. In 2020, the University 
launched WP Online, a new platform 
currently offering more than three dozen 
fully online degree programs.

The University’s 
many accreditations 
include the Middle 
States Commission 
on Higher Education, 
Association to 
Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business, 
Commission on 
the Accreditation 
of Allied Health 
Education Programs, 
Commission on 
Collegiate Nursing 
Education, National Association of 
Schools of Art and Design, National 
Association of Schools of Music, and the 
Council for Accreditation of Educator 
Preparation, among others.

The institution’s full-time 
faculty, who are widely 
respected for their teaching, 
research, and scholarship, 
include Fulbright Scholars, 
Guggenheim Fellows, and 
recipients of numerous other 
awards, grants, and fellowships. 
The University generated more 
than $11 million in federal, 
state, and local government 
grants and contracts in support 
of academic research and 

educational initiatives during the 2020-21 
academic year.

University President Richard J. 
Helldobler  joined the institution in 2018 
following the retirement of President 
Kathleen Waldron, who served as 
president since 2010. 

William Paterson provides learning 
opportunities in its classrooms, 
laboratories, and studios, and throughout 
the campus, as well as at various off-
campus locations, including the adjacent 

High Mountain Park Preserve. It 
continues to expand its state-of-the-art 
facilities, including an expanded and 
renovated Science Complex, dedicated 
in 2012, and an 80,000-square-foot, 

Rigorous high-quality academic programs 

University Hall
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$40 million academic 
building, University 
Hall, which opened in 
2016 and was funded 
in part by $30 million 
from New Jersey’s 
“Building Our Future” 
Bond Act.  An initiative 
to modernize the 
academic core of the 
campus has continued 
with the renovation of 
two academic buildings, 
Barbara M. Grant Hall, 
formerly Preakness 
Hall, which reopened in fall 2017, and 
Hunziker Hall, completed in 2018.

William Paterson is the third most 
diverse public university in New Jersey 
and 45 percent of its students are the 
first in their families to attend college. In 
2015, the University was designated as a 
Hispanic-serving institution (HSI) with 

nearly 30 percent of its students claiming 
Hispanic heritage. The University is 
in the top 3 percent of institutions in 
the country in the 2021 Social Mobility 
Index, created by CollegeNet to 
measure the extent to which a college or 

university educates more economically 
disadvantaged students at lower tuition 
and graduates them into good-paying 
jobs.

In 2011, the University became the first 
public New Jersey college or university 
to require new undergraduates to take 
a course on civic engagement. William 

Paterson is an 
active leader in 
civic engagement 
through the 
American 
Democracy 
Project and New 
Jersey Campus 
Compact. The 
University is 
committed to 
sustainability 
and is a charter 
signatory of 

the American College & University 
Presidents Climate Commitment. Its 
solar panel installation, dedicated in 
2010, ranks among the largest university 
installations in the United States. 

Committed to sustainability

About William Paterson University
continued from previous page

Known for civic engagement opportunities
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Academic Processional 
and Recessional

The academic processional begins 
with the entrance of the gonfalon, 
or University banner, carried by the 
Graduate Banner Carrier, who is 
followed by the faculty and professional 
staff and the degree candidates. After 
the graduates have taken their places, 
the platform party, which includes the 
president, the Board of Trustees, vice 
presidents, deans, other University 
officials, and the University Mace 
Bearer, will process. The mace is 
presented at the center of the stage 
while those processing enter and take 
their places.  Once the mace is placed on 
the stand, it signals the beginning of the 
ceremony.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, 
the recessional order is reversed; the 
last to have entered are the first to 
recess. The University Mace Bearer 
leads the platform party, headed by the 
University president, followed by other 
dignitaries and University officials, the 
faculty, and, finally, the graduates. The 
audience is requested to remain seated 
until the recessional is concluded.

Mace

The mace—in the form of a staff 
topped by a ball with spikes—was a 
weapon of warfare in medieval times, 
but in the 14th century it evolved 
into a ceremonial object that is a 
symbol of authority. William Paterson 
University, like most colleges, has a 

mace that is used at all academic 
ceremonies. Carried by a senior 
University faculty member 
who is designated as the 
University Mace Bearer, the 
mace is the emblem and symbol 
of the president’s authority to 
administer the University.  At 
Commencement, the University 
Mace Bearer carrying the mace 
is part of the platform party, 
which includes  the president, 
the Board of Trustees, vice 
presidents, deans, and other 
University officials. The mace 
is displayed in its stand at the 
center of the stage during 
the ceremony, and is again 
carried by the University 
Mace Bearer during the 
recessional.
   This mace was first 
used in the 153rd 
Commencement ceremony 
in 1987 and was designed 
and crafted by Ming Fay, 
a retired professor of 
art. The top piece, cast of 
brushed aluminum, features a center 
ball symbolizing universal knowledge, 
surrounded by four curved fins 
radiating outward, representing the 
University’s community outreach. 
The bottom portion, made of teak 
and inlaid with faux ivory, was 
carved with the assistance of the 
late Joseph Van Putten, an award-
winning graduate of the University’s 
Art Department who served as an 
assistant professor of art.

University Traditions
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University Traditions

Ceremonial Banners

William Paterson University’s ceremonial 
banners include the University gonfalon 
in the institution’s colors of orange and 
black and featuring the University seal in 
silver. Another banner signifies graduate 
studies. Additional banners identify 
the University’s four colleges, in colors 
representative of the degrees they confer. 

They are:
College of Arts, Humanities, and Social 
Sciences: Black and purple
Cotsakos College of Business:  
Black and gold
College of Education: Black and blue
College of Science and Health:  
Black and green

Academic Regalia

The origins of academic dress date to 
the founding of the oldest universities 
in Europe in the Middle Ages. With few 
exceptions, medieval scholars had taken 
religious vows, and were obliged to 
wear long gowns and caps at all times, 
which also may have been necessary 
for warmth in unheated buildings.  In 
the days of King Henry VIII of England, 
Cambridge and Oxford universities began 
prescribing a definite academic dress.

The practice of wearing academic 
regalia in the United States dates to the 
establishment of the original colonial 
colleges and was heavily influenced by 
European practices and styles. Students 
of most colonial colleges were required to 
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wear the gowns at most times, a practice 
that lasted until the eve of the Civil War 
in many institutions of higher learning. 
Today, academic regalia is worn primarily 
for Commencement and other academic 
ceremonies.

Though some universities in the United 
States and abroad have other colors, 
the usual color for gowns in America is 
black. The gown for the bachelor’s degree 
has pointed sleeves. The gown for the 
master’s degree has oblong sleeves that 
are open at the wrist. Doctoral degree 
gowns have sleeves that are bell-shaped 
and the front is faced with black velvet. 
Three bars of velvet are placed across the 
sleeves; these bars may be of velvet of the 
color distinctive of the faculty or subject 
to which the degree pertains. 

Hoods are lined with the official color 
of the college or university that conferred 
the degree. The velvet edging color 
represents the appropriate degree as 
follows: bachelor of arts—white; bachelor 
of fine arts—light brown; bachelor of 
music—pink; bachelor of science—
golden yellow. Mortarboards (caps) are 
usually black. The gown and hood of the 
University Mace Bearer and the president 
were made especially for William 
Paterson University ceremonies in the 
official colors of orange and black.

President’s 
Medal

The President’s 
Medal worn by 
President Richard 
Helldobler features 
a medallion of the 
University seal. One 
side of the chain lists the 
previous names 
of the University, 
the other lists the 
University’s colleges. 
The President’s 
Medallion was first 
presented in 1978 
by President Seymour 
Hyman and was redesigned in 1997 
when William Paterson was awarded 
university status. The medallion is 
awarded periodically to individuals who 
have made outstanding contributions of 
service to the University community, to 
academe, or to society as a whole. It has 
been presented to those who have given 
time, talent, or funds to the University; 
who have enhanced cultural, scientific, 
or artistic awareness in New Jersey; who 
provide a positive role model in personal 
achievement and/or outstanding service 
to others; and who have strengthened 
higher education locally or nationally.
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Letter From the Alumni  
Association President

Dear Class of 2022,

Congratulations! After all your hard work and 
dedication, you have earned your degree from 
William Paterson University. On behalf of the entire 
William Paterson alumni community,  
I applaud you for achieving this important 
milestone.

As a graduate of William Paterson University, you 
join a network of more than 80,000 proud Pioneers 
throughout New Jersey, the nation, and the world 
who are using their William Paterson degrees and experiences as a springboard 
to professional accomplishments and personal growth. They are leaders in every 
profession, and their achievements reflect the University’s mission and commitment to 
preparing graduates for success in their careers, communities, and lives.

Alumni play an important role in the past, present, and future of William Paterson. 
As a graduate, you are now a member of the William Paterson University Alumni 
Association, our official alumni organization. We encourage you to take advantage 
of the many exciting opportunities available to you, both virtually and in person, 
such as networking events, social gatherings, lifelong learning opportunities, career 
development programs, exclusive benefits, and volunteer opportunities. 

We offer a wide variety of activities and services tailored especially for new and 
recent alumni, and as a member you will also receive frequent communications, 
including the WP Magazine. We also invite you to become an active participant in 
the many events we host each year. You can also stay connected to William Paterson 
through our official alumni website, wpunj.edu/alumni, and our Facebook page, 
facebook.com/AlumniWPUNJ, and can make professional connections through our 
LinkedIn group, William Paterson University Alumni. Or, follow us on Twitter at 
twitter.com/WPUNJ_Alumni and Instagram at Instagram.com/wpunj_alumni.

Again, congratulations, and we look forward to sharing the next stage of your 
William Paterson life with you! Our very best wishes as you begin your journey as 
William Paterson alumni.

Sincerely,

Michele Garcia ’15 
President
William Paterson University Alumni Association



25

University Cabinet
Richard J. Helldobler, President
Joshua Powers, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
Pamela Ferguson, Vice President for Institutional Advancement
Miki Cammarata, Vice President for Student Development
Reginald Ross, Vice President for Enrollment Management
Stuart Goldstein, Vice President for Marketing and Public Relations
Allison Boucher-Jarvis, Vice President for Human Resources
Melissa Reardon Henry, General Counsel to the University and Board of Trustees
Guillermo de Veyga, Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and University Relations 
Eric Rosenberg, Chief Information Officer
Kevin Garvey, Associate Vice President for Administration 
Samantha Green, Associate Vice President for Finance and Controller
Loretta Mc Laughlin Vignier, Chief of Staff to the President and Board of Trustees

William Paterson University  
Board of Trustees
Michael A. Seeve, Chairperson
John Galandak, Vice Chairperson
Robert Guarasci, Secretary
Lourdes Cortez
Frederick L. Gruel
Kevin Lenahan ‘90
Audrey McDowell '91
Brad Neilley ‘80
Linda A. Niro ’76

William J. Pesce ‘73
Idida Rodriguez '86
Donovan Taylor '24, Student Trustee
Joseph Velli ‘80
Deborah Zastocki
Richard J. Helldobler, ex officio

Dr. Henry J. Pruitt, Trustee emeritus
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Associate Provosts and Associate/
Assistant Vice Presidents
Sandra Hill, Associate Provost for Academic Affairs
Kara Rabbitt, Associate Provost for Academic Initiatives
Jonathan Lincoln, Associate Provost for Curriculum and International Education
Francisco Diaz, Associate Vice President for Student Development

Deans and Associate Deans
Wartyna Davis, Dean, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
Anthony Bowrin, Dean, Cotsakos College of Business
Amy Ginsberg, Dean, College of Education
Venkat Sharma, Dean, College of Science and Health
Barbara Andrew, Dean, Honors College 
Edward Owusu-Ansah, Dean, Cheng Library
Ian Marshall, Associate Dean, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
Martin Gritsch, Associate Dean, Cotsakos College of Business
Melkamu Zeleke, Associate Dean, College of Science and Health
Eileen Lubeck, Dean of Students

Graduate Program Directors  
and Coordinators
Steve Rittler, Master of Fine Arts in Art
Jennifer Owlett, Master of Arts in Professional Communication
John Parras, Master of Fine Arts in Creative and Professional Writing
John Link, Graduate Program Director, Music
Carol Frierson-Campbell, Master of Music in Music Education
David Demsey, Master of Music in Jazz Performance and Jazz Arranging
David Philp, Master of Music in Music and Entertainment Industries
Pei-Wen Winnie Ma, Master of Arts in Clinical and Counseling Psychology
Sheetal Ranjan, Master of Arts in Applied Sociology
Michael Thompson, Master of Public Policy
Jan Mohlman, Doctor of Psychology
Aliyah Xu, Master of Business Administration
Aliyah Xu, Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics
Aliyah Xu, Master of Science in Finance and Financial Services 
Robert Seal, Doctor of Education in Leadership 
Julie Rosenthal, Master of Arts in Teaching—Elementary Education 

Thomas Fallace, Master of Arts in Teaching—Secondary Education
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James Alford, Master of Arts in Higher Education Administration
Samuel Fancera, Master of Education in Educational Leadership
Heejung An, Master of Education in Curriculum and Learning—STEM/STEAM
Anita Kumar, Master of Education in Curriculum and Learning—Early Childhood
Ellen Pozzi, Master of Education in Curriculum and Learning—School Library Media
Gladys Vega, Master of Education in Curriculum and Learning—Bilingual/ESL
Carrie E. Hong, Master of Education in Curriculum and Learning—Teaching Writing 
Karen Phillips, Master of Education in Curriculum and Learning—School Nursing
Meredith Drew, Master of Education in Professional Counseling—School Counseling
Michelle Hinkle, Master of Education in Professional Counseling 
   —Clinical Mental Health
Carrie E. Hong, Master of Education in Literacy
Manina Urgolo Huckvale, Master of Education in Special Education 
	 —Teaching Students with Disabilities
Meredith Drew, Master of Education in Special Education—Learning Disabilities
Elizabeth Harkins, Master of Education in Special Education—Autism Spectrum 
Disorders and Developmental Disabilities 
David Nacin, Master of Science in Applied Mathematics
David Slaymaker, Master of Science in Biotechnology
Gina Cush, Master of Science in Communication Disorders
Michael Figueroa, Master of Science in Exercise and Sport Studies
Jonathan Foley, Master of Science in Materials Chemistry
Kem Louie, Master of Science in Nursing and Doctor of Nursing Practice
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Department Chairs

College of Arts, Humanities,  
and Social Sciences
Daryl Moore, Art
Keith Obadike, Communication
Djanna Hill, Community and Social 	
	 Justice Studies
Barbara Suess, English
Lucia McMahon, History
Michele Cascardi, Languages and 		
	 Cultures
Timothy Newman, Music
Peter Mandik, Philosophy
Aaron Tesfaye, Political Science
Corinne Datchi, Psychology
Jacob Felson, Sociology and Criminal 	
      Justice

Cotsakos College of Business
Sia Nassiripour, Accounting and Law
Alexandros Panayides, Economics, 	  
	 Finance, and Global Business
Rajiv Kashyap, Marketing, Management,
	 and Professional Sales

College of Education
Geraldine Mongillo, Educational 	
	 Leadership and Professional Studies
Linnea Weiland, Teacher Education: 	
	 PreK-12
Kelly McNeal, Special Education,
	 Professional Counseling, and 
	 Disability Studies

College of Science and Health
Michael Peek, Biology
Bhanu Chauhan, Chemistry
Kristen Victorino, Communication    	
   	 Disorders and Sciences
John Najarian, Computer Science
Nicole Davi, Environmental Science
Kathy Gill, Kinesiology
Peter Chen, Mathematical Sciences
Leo-Felix Jurado, Nursing
Corey Basch, Public Health

William Paterson University 
Foundation
Aaron Van Duyne ‘75, MM ‘08, Chair

Alumni Association
Michele Garcia ‘15, President

Faculty Senate
Danielle Wallace, Chair

University Mace Bearer
Danielle DesRoches, Professor, Biology

Gonfalon Carrier
Christiam Fajardo, Candidate,  
Doctor of Nursing Practice



Our Mission
William Paterson University of New 
Jersey is a public institution that offers an 
outstanding and affordable education to 
a diverse traditional and nontraditional 
student body through baccalaureate, 
graduate, and continuing education 
programs. The University’s distinguished 
teachers, scholars, and professionals 
actively challenge students to high 
levels of intellectual and professional 
accomplishment and personal growth in 
preparation for careers, advanced studies, 
and productive citizenship.  Faculty 
and staff use innovative approaches to 
research, learning, and student support to 
expand students’ awareness of what they 
can accomplish.  The University’s graduates 
embody a profound sense of responsibility 
to their communities, commitment to 
a sustainable environment, and active 
involvement in a multicultural world.

Vision:  
The University in 2022
William Paterson University will be 
widely recognized as the model of 
outstanding and affordable public higher 
education characterized by rigorous 
academic preparation and a wide array 
of experiential, co-curricular, and 
extracurricular opportunities.  The 
University will be distinctive for nationally 
recognized programs that prepare its 
students for the careers of today and 
tomorrow and known for its support of the 
personal growth and academic success of 
a highly diverse student body.  It will be 
an institution of first choice for students 
committed to transforming their lives and 
making a difference.

Approved by the William Paterson University  
Board of Trustees, March 19, 2012

Core Values
At the core of everything the University does, 
the following five values define its ethos and 
fundamental beliefs:

Academic Excellence As individuals 
and as an institution, we seek to model and to 
impart to our students the highest standards 
of knowledge, inquiry, preparation, academic 
freedom and integrity, as well as an 
expanded sense of what an individual can 
accomplish.

Creating Knowledge We strive 
to expand the boundaries of knowledge 
and creative expression in and outside of 
our classrooms. We help students think 
imaginatively and critically and encourage 
innovative solutions to social issues, the 
challenges of ecological sustainability and 
economic growth, and ethical dilemmas 
confronting our communities, regions, 
nation, and world.

Student Success Students are our 
reason for being. We judge our effectiveness, 
progress and success in terms of how well 
we provide a platform for their personal, 
intellectual, and professional development, 
enabling them to transform their lives and 
become civically engaged.

Diversity We value and promote the 
expression of all aspects of diversity. We 
maintain a campus culture that welcomes 
diversity of personal circumstances and 
experiences and prepares students to become 
effective citizens in an increasingly diverse, 
interdependent, and pluralistic society.  

Citizenship We challenge our students, 
faculty, staff, and alumni to recognize 
their responsibility to improve the world 
around them, starting locally and expanding 
globally.  We offer critical expertise to New 
Jersey and our region, while our scholarship 
and public engagement address pressing 
community needs in the region and beyond 
in keeping with our public mission.
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